Introduction
The genus Oxytelus was established by Gravenhorst (1802), with originally 11 species. The taxonomic definition then was dramatically different from what was used in last decades and those species were assigned to seven different genera of the subfamily Oxytelinae (Coleoptera) in the current classification. The type species of this genus is Staphylinus piceus Linné, 1767, a subsequent designation by Latreille (1810). According to the diagnostic characters of the type species given by Linné (1767), the genus should have pitchy elytra (contrast to the dark body) and depressed thorax with three longitudinal "striae" (today "sulci" instead); both are now common
